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As might have been anticipated in this wonderful country,
where whispered rumour flies like the telegraph, tfee rebels got
wind of our approach, so our thirty miles7 march was of no
avail; but we were up and away before dawn the next morning,
and while it was yet dark we found ourselves on the banks of a
river. My pony not being sure-footed, I led him through,
wading bare-foot, and cutting myself a good deal with the
sharp stones of the river-bed. It was a strange scene. Against
the dim sky-line moved the mighty silhouettes of a line of
elephants carrying the tents, while, in the stream below, the
wagon-drivers made terrific hubbub in getting their beasts
through the dark water. Then, as the dawn broke, I saw the
long scarlet line of our irregular cavalry, like a brilliant-coloured
snake pushing its sinuous way through the green fields ahead of
the column,

As an officer commanding a detachment, I found myself
during this expedition far higher in the social scale than I was
wont to be. Hitherto in my campaigning I had been accus-
tomed to regard Brigadiers and Brigade-Majors as bright par-
ticular stars, far above my humble subaltern sphere ; but here,
thanks to my command, and also to the kind-heartedness of the
Brigadier, I messed with the head-quarters* staff, and found
them all very genial and pleasant.

The officers of the Queen's regiment which accompanied the
expedition gave themselves great airs, not associating with the
rest of us, nor even inviting the Brigadier himself to their mess,
because, forsooth, we were " Company's " men.   I had already
injpt with; this sort of feeling during the siege of Lucknow, anct!,
VMen, as on this occasion, it struck me as remarkable, seeing ;i
that the officers of both services are drawn from the same clas$,
of men in England, and receive precisely the same sort of'
education,

, (,  Our vain pursuit of Tantia Topee and Ms band lasted over a
;<we, marching as hard as we could go, and daily expecting
p with them.   I do not myself think we had ever -any'
overtaking them, on account of the long train oi1'
Baggage and ammunition-carts which accompanied us, and the ,
;slow pace of the bullocks which drew both carts and guns.
British soldier, moreover, no matter what the urgency of-